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Grade 4 visited the Minister for Educa-

tion and Culture, Hon. Myron Walwyn, 

and put him to the test. 

 

The students practiced 

their interviewing skills, 

grilling him in a House of 

Assembly fashion. He ac-

knowledged that they 

asked him some really 

tough questions with some 

interesting follow-ups. 

School Drills for Education Minister 

Tuesday 23rd May was all 

about another type of work 

for Ivan Dawson Primary 

School students. Teachers 

and parents sat 

back and watched as 

the careers of aspir-

ing fishermen, fire-

fighters, doctors, 

law-enforcing offi-

cers, educators, pi-

lots and even astro-

nauts took flight as 

Career Day 2017 

was celebrated at 

the school. And like 

our Caribbean sister 

Rihanna, there was 

also a hopeful 

singer/dancer in our 

midst. 

 

It was definitely a 

time for the students to 

showcase their dreams of 

becoming someone special 

who can contribute posi-

tively to society. And that 

they did! They paraded 

their exquisite costumes to 

the tune of popular tracks 

selected by DJ Jedwards. 

 

M‘kiyah Turnbull im-

pressed the audience with 

dance moves and acrobat-

ics worthy of any judge‘s 

10.0 score. 

 

The unifying message 

from the students was 

that they wanted to please 

their customers or help 

the world to become a bet-

ter place through helping 

others. 
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Hon. Walwyn, on his Facebook page, 

remarked that the students are 

―extremely intelligent‖ 

and that he expects 

great things from each of 

them. 

 

He also took the time to 

recognize and appreciate 

the hard work of Mrs. 

Shaniqua Vanterpool, 

our Grade 4 teacher. 

 
Cayden Maximea  presents a gift to Hon. Myron 

Walwyn on behalf of Grade 4. continued on page 2 

The Grade 6 students got 

an opportunity to get real 

work experience in a vari-

ety of fields. They learnt 

valuable skills in 

schools, the hos-

pital, courts, gov-

ernment offices, 

the airport and 

restaurants 

across Tortola 

and Beef Island. 

 

Grade 5 students 

got a similar ex-

perience working 

alongside their 

parents or family 

members. They 

too learnt useful 

skills at banks, 

marinas, restau-

rants  and other 

establishments on Tortola. 

 

Proud parents couldn‘t 

resist positing pictures of 

their children, beaming 

with excitement, via Face-

book throughout the day. 

 

 continued on page 11 



Mrs. Vanterpool wanted the students to 

get a real-life experience of how the 

Minister and the Ministry of Education 

and Culture work, since they had been 

learning about the Ministries of 

Government through the Social Studies 

and Civics curriculum. 

 

We extend sincere thanks to  Hon. 

Myron Walwyn and Ms. Xavyrna 

Samuels for making this experience for 

our students possible. We also 

appreciate his sincere enthusiasm in 

meeting with the students from the 

instant it was requested. 

Hon. Walwyn indicated that Mrs. Van-

terpool was genuine and is the ‗real 

deal!‘ He finished by thanking the stu-

dents for their gift, which was pre-

sented to him on their behalf by Cay-

den Maximea. 

 

The elated Grade 4 class walked away 

with gifts of their own from Hon. 

Myron Walwyn. However, the greatest 

gift they received on that sunny Mon-

day afternoon was the experience of 

interacting with their honourable Edu-

cation Minister in a meaningful and 

mutually genuine manner. 

 

The Ivan Dawson Primary School was 

called upon to participate in the cere-

mony to launch the Cane Garden Bay 

Revetment Project on April 11. 

 

Nia Nathaniel, a Grade 6 student of 

IDPS, spread a message of gratitude 

and hope to the listening audience and 

the Virgin Islands, as she eloquently 

presented the poem, ―Heaven-Sent Re-

vetment,‖ written by Mr. John. 

 

Hon. Melvin Turnbull, Hon. Mark Van-

terpool and Dr. the Hon. Kedrick 

Pickering also highlighted the impor-

tance of Cane Garden Bay in the con-

text of tourism and the VI economy. 

 

This project, which is intended to pro-

tect the  Cane Garden Bay roadway, 

beach from destructive wave action, 

will cost approximately $561,000. It is 

expected to be completed by September 

2017 and is a part of the European Un-

ion‘s Global Climate Change Alliance 

(GCCA) project on Climate Change 

Adaptation (CCA) and Sustainable 

Land Management (SLM) in the East-

ern Caribbean (iLand Resilience).  

 

 

The following is the poem presented by 

Nia at the launch of the project: 

 

 

Heaven-Sent Revetment 

 

You continuously visit the Cane Gar-

den Bay shore 

Never having enough; always wanting 

more 

Usually as gentle as a soothing lap 

But sometimes as crashing waves and a 

destructive slap. 

 

You see global warming and our seas 

are on the rise 

Claiming our lands and resources as 

their prize 

Storm surge from stronger hurricanes 

may be our demise 

Our actions, then, we must prioritize. 

 

Picture this – marine life, roads, 

houses, people and beaches must co-

exist 

But for far too long a certain problem 

was allowed to persist 

We thought of solutions to this coastal 

difficulty 

Today we‘re gathered for this impor-

tant ceremony 

 

Our government must protect its peo-

ple, our land 

With the European Union lending a 

helping hand 

With pride we undertake the CBG re-

vetment 

To protect our Bay for our livelihood 

and enjoyment 

 

This is indeed money well spent 

This CGB revetment project is truly 

heaven sent! 

May God continue to bless these beauti-

ful Virgin Islands. 

Heaven-Sent Revetment in CGB 

School Drills for Education Minister (cont’d from page 1) 
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Hon. Myron Walwyn also showered the Grade 4 

students with gifts of his own. 



Annually, April is designated as 

Child Abuse Prevention & Autism 

Awareness Month focused on break-

ing the silence, calling on the com-

munity, families and individuals to 

speak up and speak out. 

 

Our staff and students proudly par-

ticipated in the Drive Blue/Wear 

Blue Campaign organized by the 

Social Development Department on 

Friday 28th April 2017, painting 

Cane Garden Bay blue and standing 

in solidarity with those who are af-

fected directly or indirectly by child 

abuse. 

 

In the spirit of giving and recognizing 

others who are less fortunate, staff mem-

bers and students also brought canned 

food items as a donation to the Family 

Support Network (FSN). This act of giv-

ing is intended foster a sense of empathy 

for others who may be experiencing chal-

lenges at this time.  

 

The proceeds of the drive were handed 

over to the Family Support Network and 

will go toward assisting families in the 

Virgin Islands in dire need. 

 

We recognize that responsible children 

have a better chance of becoming respon-

sible adults, so we continue to educate our 

students at the Ivan Dawson Primary 

School not just for school, but for life. 

Apart from their other qualities or respon-

sibilities, what makes nurses extra special 

is their call and commitment to care. 

 

Nurse Leonice Francis and Nurse Nerissa 

Donovan visited the Ivan Dawson Primary 

School during Nursing Week 2017 to 

spread the passion and love of their voca-

tion. 

 

The students were able to identify that 

nurses work along with doctors at various 

health facilities to make people feel better 

when they are ill or injured. 

 

The nurses educated the students about 

what it takes to be a nurse in today‘s soci-

ety. The students learnt that nurses not 

only take care of a person‘s physical, medi-

cal and social wellbeing, but they also ad-

dress their patients‘ spiritual wellbeing. 

They preached prevention over cure, 

including eating healthy, engaging 

in physical activity and getting suffi-

cient amounts of rest daily. Most of 

all, the caring nurses encouraged 

the students to pray every morning 

as soon as they awake. 

 

The students left the powerful and 

interactive session appreciating the 

fact that nurses take a holistic and 

caring approach when delivering 

their services, and that males, too, 

can become nurses. 

 

We thank Nurse Francis and Nurse 

Donovan for coming out and sharing 

their knowledge and passion with 

us. We also appreciate them for be-

ing such caring and sharing nurses. 

God bless them! 

Are You Feeling Blue? 

Nurses - Committed to Care 
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Teaching, learning and life itself will never 

be the same in Grade 5 since the introduc-

tion of Edmodo, an interactive online portal 

with many features that enhances the learn-

ing experience. 

 

In fact, it could be technology infusion at its finest! Ms. 

Zubida O‘Neal discovered this gem of a tool and has been 

using it to issue instructions, home work and other assign-

ments, which are a part of the continuous assessment pro-

gramme implemented by the Ministry of Education.  

 

Edmodo allows the users to communicate in real time via its 

chat and messaging forums. Additionally, students can ac-

cess videos uploaded by the teacher. For educators, it just 

gets better. Another of the great features is the grading and 

monitoring tools, through which the instructor and students 

can keep tabs on their academic progress. 

 

Recently, the students took online quizzes for the first time. 

Amid all the excitement and renewed enthusiasm for taking 

exams, Ms. O‘Neal jubilantly reported an increase in student 

performance, particularly for some of the struggling boys. 

 

 Let‘s hear what some of the Grade 5 students have to say 

about Edmodo. Lorne David stated with a smile, ―I really love 

that I can take quizzes on the computer instead of writing on 

paper!‖ He immediately reported that he scored 100% on one 

of the quizzes he recently took and did really well in another. 

Shaquan Joseph loves the fact that he can communicate with 

his classmates on Edmodo. 

 

‗It has definitely made life easier in Grade 5!,‖ declared a 

jubilant Ms. O‘Neal as she went on to speak about the excit-

ing things she has been doing with Edmodo. She spoke about 

students taking polls and data being represented in different 

forms of graphs instantaneously. 

 

Parents are kept in the loop too, receiving notifications on 

just about everything that affects the students, and by all 

accounts, the don‘t seem to mind too much. 

 

Edmodo effectively transforms a classroom of individuals 

into a community of learners. 

WhatsApp @ IDPS? 
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RTW donated several cases of Granola Bars 

to the teachers and students . This surely 

complements our push for healthy eating! 

Hon. Myron Walwyn visits IDPS and 

interacts with teachers and students. 

Minister Visits IDPS The Call to Serve! RTW Gives Back 

Mr. Tittle and Mr. Frazer drops by to lead 

the general assembly. 

Edmodo Empowers Grade 5 

(Left) An assignment posted for students by Ms. O’Neal. 

(Right) Lorne David enthusiastically taking an online test. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the years, students at the Ivan 

Dawson Primary School have been ex-

posed to a myriad of musical experi-

ences, both at school events and within 

the wider community and Territory. 

A recent donation in loving memory of 

Joan B. DiCola, a former frequent guest 

to the CGB shores, has been set aside 

for the further development of music 

education at the school. 

 

Thus far, the school has invested in 

percussion instruments that will assist 

in the delivery of the music curriculum. 

Other musical equipment will be ac-

quired to support the teaching of music 

and presentations at assemblies and 

events. 

 

All of these acquisitions are a part of an 

overall development plan for our pro-

posed music room and implementation 

of the Ministry‘s new music curriculum. 

 

We continue to look for ways to develop 

the talents of our students and enhance 

the teaching and learning processes. 

We always accept and appreciate kind 

donations such as Joan‘s, as these go a 

long way in assisting the school in de-

livering on its mandate to provide a 

quality education, not just for school, but 

for life. 

 

Other initiatives in the music depart-

ment include the continuation to the 

Bells Choir and the implementation of 

recorder instrument instruction in the 

Upper-Primary grades—Grades 4 to 6. 

 

 

Music is Life! 

WhatsApp @ IDPS? 
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IDPS receives a donation of two office chairs 

through requests of Mrs. H. Selwood, our 

Liaison Officer. 

Please, Have a Seat! Money Talks IMPS Visits IDPS 

Grade 2 students learn about money (bills 

and coins) 

Isabella Morris Primary School students 

visit IDPS 



 

Does Therapy Work? 
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Students and teachers abandoned their regu-

lar four-walled classrooms on 10th March, 

journeying on an adventure to rediscover 

some of the sites that are significant to the 

history and people of the Virgin Islands. 

 

 

come Bar and Best Kakes Bakery as done in 

previous years. Everyone ate, drank and took 

pictures in the celebration.. 

An assembly was held on Thursday 30th March 2017 to offi-

cially congratulate the students for their contributions to 

the Inter-House Sports.  

The themes of ―Team Work‖ and ―Sportsmanship‖ were 

reiterated throughout the assembly. The medals for the top 

three positions for each event were distributed and received 

with pride and cheers of house mates.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One large cake for each house was donated by Tony‘s Wel-

Does Therapy Work? 

It’s My Party! 
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During the Easter break, principals 

and teachers gathered to learn about 

the Caribbean Primary Exit Assess-

ment (CPEA) and its effective imple-

mentation. 

Starting in the 2017-2018 academic 

year, Grade 5 students and teachers 

will venture together through the first 

year of the two-year CPEA programme 

offered by the Ministry of Education 

and Culture through the Caribbean 

Examinations Council (CXC). 

According to the Ministry, this CPEA 

programme will eventually replace the 

existing Grade 6 Key Stage Assess-

ment, allowing it to compare the level 

of achievement of Virgin Islands Grade 

6 students with their Caribbean coun-

terparts. 

CPEA focuses on the assessment of 

literacies or skills embedded within the 

local Virgin Islands curriculum, which 

are also required by every student exit-

ing the primary school system through-

out the Caribbean.  

Therefore, the integration of different 

subject areas through authentic and 

real-life projects is a  integral compo-

nent of the programme. Students are 

also expected to  engage in different 

forms of writing, including book re-

ports, expository writing and story 

writing. 

Students will have multiple opportuni-

ties over the two years to meet the out-

lined CXC standards necessary for the 

completion of the course. 

Assistant Registrars Alsian Brown-

Perry and Jodine Williams from the 

Syllabus and Curriculum division 

based at the CXC Western Zone Office 

in Jamaica conducted the training ses-

sions from 3rd to 5th April.  

Circumstances change, challenges arise 

and accidents do happen. Imagine being 

sick and unable to attend school for and 

extended period of time. Imagine a sys-

tem that allows you to keep up with 

your classmates and teachers while 

away from the classroom for whatever 

reason. 

 

Now imagine that such a system is lit-

erally at your finger tips 24/7. It is! You 

have just imagined the Learning Hub 

Online, an eLearning and online test 

preparation system, which has been 

implemented by the Ministry of Educa-

tion and Culture during this term to 

improve student learning outcome. 

 

Through the Learning Hub Online, 

Grade 4 to 12 students have access to 

all of the reading materials for the core 

subjects at the primary level 

(Mathematics, English, Social Studies 

and Science) and all subjects at the 

secondary level, including CAPE sub-

jects, CSEC subjects, Tourism, Finan-

cial Services and Virgin Islands Studies 

and Civics. 

Additionally, the Learning Hub fea-

tures the following components: 

 E-books; 

 Tutorial support; 

 Live teacher responses; 

 Interactive videos and games; 

 Mentorship; 

 Teacher-led study group forums; 

 Student-led study group forums; 

 Mock exams; and 

 Tech Support. 
 

Parents are encouraged to register 

their children through their schools at 

a reasonable cost of $60 per year to 

ensure access to this incredible tool. 

Contact your principal. Register today! 

Learning Hub Online 

Coming Soon—CPEA by CXC 
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The local non-profit the Association of 

Reef Keepers (ARK) has four specific 

programmes, all with one mission: to 

ensuring the preservation and sustain-

ability of the Territory's marine re-

sources.  

 

One of the programmes, 'Ridge to Reef' 

is land-based but has the purpose of 

working with communities to come up 

with small projects that will reduce 

flooding, erosion and sedimentation 

that can have a negative impact on 

coastal waters and near-shore coral 

reefs.  

 

The Ivan Dawson Primary School Rain 

Garden is ARK's first official Ridge to 

Reef project since the organisation was 

restructured a couple of years ago. 

 

Rain gardens have a very simple con-

cept of absorbing pooling water in an 

area after heavy rainfall, such as off a 

parking area or driveway, but plants 

selected will also tolerate periods of 

drought and direct sunlight. They also 

have the ability to filter out pollutants 

More Rain Gardens in the Forecast? 
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in stormwater as well provide habi-

tat for butterflies and birds. They 

also bring an aesthetic appeal to a 

property.  

 

The Ivan Dawson Rain Garden Pro-

ject was fully funded through a gen-

erous donation from Quito & Kim 

Rymer. Technical support was also 

provided by the Horsley Witten 

Group for the design and selection of 

plants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Excavation work started on Saturday 

3rd June and the garden began to 

take shape into Sunday. Whit Mon-

day saw most of the volunteers come 

out and prove that many hands do 

make light work indeed! 

 

At the opening ceremony, Mrs. Con-

nie George, Hon. Melvin Turnbull, 

Mr. Quito Rymer and Dr. Shannon 

Gore all spoke about the importance 

of such a feature to the Ivan Dawson 

Primary School in reducing flooding 

and called on the students to take 

ownership of the rain garden and be 

responsible stewards. 

 

We sincerely thank Quito and Kim 

Rymer, Shannon Gore and her team 

and all other volunteers who sacri-

ficed their time and assisted in creat-

ing the beautiful rain garden we all 

are extremely proud of. 



 

Grade 6 students continued their adven-

tures as domestic tourists in the Virgin 

Islands when they boarded the Norwe-

gian cruise ship on Wednesday 26th 

April. 

Grade 3 students warmed up and 

learnt a variety terms and skills used 

in playing volleyball. Within minutes 

they were speaking about and 

demonstrating the underhand serve, 

bump and dig. 

Kindergarten students visited Isabella 

Morris Primary, Leonora Delville 

Primary, Ebenezer Thomas Primary, 

Enid Scatliffe Pre-Primary and Enis 

Adams Primary School to learn more 

about schools on Tortola. 

 

They met and interacted with the 

principals, teachers and students at 

each of the school, noting similarities 

and difference along the way. 

Just Cruising 
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Active Learning @ IDPS 

Grade 2 students operate on their 

contractions, pulling them apart and 

stitching them back together again. 

Grade 4 students learn about the Civil 

Rights Movement as they enjoy a video as a 

part of an interactive reading lesson. 

A Movement Lesson Amerindians Grade 2 Medics 

Grade 3 students demonstrated their ability 

to mimic the Amerindians in a hunting 

ritual. Social Studies rules! 

Nice Service! School Hopping 



Mr. Edwards, exhausted and pleased 

after the hard work of planning and 

implementing the Career Day pro-

gramme, deemed it a ―success!‖ 

 

Seeds of encouragement have been 

planted. Now as educators, parents and 

a community, we must continue to nur-

ture them as we educate our students 

not just for school, but for life! 

 

 

 

 
  

Work, Work, Work, Work, Work! 
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The Ivan Dawson Primary School PTA wishes to congratu-

late Ms. Janelle Rhymer, a former student and teacher of 

IDPS, for successfully completing her Masters Degree in 

Science at Barry University. 

 

 

We also congratulate Ms. Christina Chereymond, a parent 

and past student, for her achievement of an Associate‘s De-

gree in General Studies—Science at H. Lavity Stoutt Com-

munity College. 

 

We wish them both all the best in their future endeavours. 



Meet Our Team of Educators 

 

We have a hard-working and dedicated team of educators at the Ivan 

Dawson Primary School. 

 

 Principal…………………………..Mr. Theodore John 

 Kindergarten……………………..Ms. Carren Mactavious 

 Grade 1………………………..…..Ms. Averoca Smith                     

 Grade 2…...……………………....Mrs. Daveen Leonard-Nibbs 

 Grade 3………….………………...Mrs. Suan Millington 

 Grade 4………….........................Mrs. Shaniqua Vanterpool 

 Grade 5………….………………...Ms. Zubida O‘Neal 

 Grade 6………....………………...Mrs. Pamela Hawke 

 Music……….…...………………...Dr. Verna Perkins 

 Physical Education..…………….Mrs. Tyalia Nibbs-Henley 

 Spanish……………………………Mrs. Rosa Alberto 

 Guidance……...…………………..Mr. Jacob Edwards 

 Custodian…….…………………...Ms. Mary Chambers 

 Zone Leader (Intervention)…….Ms. Danika Stoutt 

Vision 

Our vision is to provide a happy, caring and stimulating 
environment where children will recognize their fullest 
potential, so that  they can make their best contribution to 
society. 
 

Mission 

The Ivan Dawson Primary School’s mission is to foster 
globally competitive students and future leaders by facili-
tating twenty-first century learning and the development 
of the whole child. 
 

Motto 

Not just for school, but for life! 

I va n  D aw s on  P r i ma r y  S c h o o l  

https://www.facebook.com/ivandawsonprimary  

Upcoming Events... 
 

End-of-Term Exams……………..……………..12th June 

Key Stage Testing…………………...………....16th June 

Queen‘s Birthday Parade….…………..……...17th June 

Grade 6 Results...……….….……………….….19th June 

VI Primary Exit Ceremony…...……….……...27th June 

Saying good bye to a friend is always a difficult thing 

to do, especially for young primary-school children. 

Grade 5 students had to face the music of such a task 

during this term when they wished Nakalia Smith 

best wishes for her future. 

 

Nakalia had been a student at IDPS for the past few 

years, but her family‘s relocation to the United 

Kingdom forced her to say good bye to her friends, 

classmates and school mates much too soon. 

 

The Grade 5 students hosted a surprise going-away 

party for Nakalia before she walked out of the door 

and school gate for the last time as an IDPS student. 

 

We wish her and her family all the best in the U.K. 

Saying Goodbye     

Cane Garden Bay 

Tortola VG1130 

Virgin Islands 

Phone: 1-284-468-2580 

Fax: 1-284-468-2581 

E-mail: idpspta@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

IDPS Prize-Giving Ceremony………………...……...28th June 

Dress-Up Day/Party…………………………………...29th June 

Report Collection/Close of School.…………………...29th June 

Territory Day (Holiday)..……………………………...30th June 

Primary Cheerleading Competition……………..…….1st July 


